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Maria Elena Gastaldello is a PhD student at the University of Padova, specialized in micro-
paleontology and paleoceanography. Her PhD project aims to reconstruct the
paleoceanographic and paleoenvironmental changes at the seafloor during the Late Mio-
cene-Early Pliocene Biogenic Bloom phenomenon. She combines micropaleontological
analyses (benthic foraminifera, calcareous nannofossils) with geochemical proxies (e.g. oxy-
gen and carbon stable isotopes, carbonate content).
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