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The Calabrian Peloritani Orogen (CPO) is an “exotic piece” of crystalline basement cropping out in south-
ern Italy between the “younger” chains of Apennine to the north and Siculo-Maghrebian to the south. For
this reason, for more than one century, CPO has captured the interest of many geologists from over the
world, intriguing them to solve its geodynamic history within the western Mediterranean realm. A lot of
detailed petrological, structural, geological, and geophysical data have been collected during last decades
both on metamorphic and sedimentary rocks trying to find linkages and analogies with similar tectonic
units outcropping in Sardinia, Corsica, Alps and Kabylie. CPO crystalline rock-record (related to Variscan
and Alpine metamorphic/deformational episodes) is often difficult to discern in the field due to the
intense Late-Alpine Orogeny (brittle reworking) and often only the study of microstructures, coupled with
petrological constraints, allows the geological evolution of metamorphic complexes to be revealed. Recent
petrological, structural, and geological investigations based on multidisciplinary approaches made on
poly-metamorphic and poly-deformed rocks belonging to various tectono-metamorphic units of CPO
allowed some open questions to be fixed. Such findings will give possibly a helpful key for the interpreta-
tion of still open questions, especially about those related to the geological boundaries between various
sectors of CPO, and possibly, to understand the bigger picture, by establishing correlations with other
metamorphic terranes of surroundings Mediterranean regions.


